this evolution of mass spectrometry in Italy followed the same path, being introduced in 1948. In 1971 a group of pioneers founded the "Group of Mass Spectrometry", which became the "Division of Mass Spectrometry" in 1985. the Group and then the Division was and remains very active in promoting, disseminating and strengthening the culture of mass spectrometry, through the organisation of mass spectrometry conferences, workshops and courses often in collaboration with other institutions and European societies. Great attention is paid to young people through the establishment and award of prizes, scholarships, grants and fellowships. the Division of Mass Spectrometry of the Italian chemical Society has more than 400 members coming from universities, industries, public and private agencies (www.soc.chim.it/division/ mass_spectrometry).
EJMS has enjoyed the relationship with the Italian chemical Society through the Division of Mass Spectrometry for many years. together we wish to celebrate chemistry in mass spectrometry. to this end, it is planned that each Issue of EJMS in 2011 will start with a review on a particular area of chemistry in which mass spectrometry has had a significant impact and written by an expert from the Italian Society.
the planned reviews are: Multistage mass spectrometry in quality, safety and origin of food Eur. J. Mass Spectrom. 17, v-vi (2011) 
